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It appears, therefore, that there may be two views laid down as
to the privileges of the House of Commons. The House may act upon
one view when regulating its own proceedings and committing for
contempt, while the court may act upon another view when privi-
leges arise in civil disputes. It has, however, been pointed out many
times by judges that the court will naturally pay the greatest attention
to the views and customs of the House of Commons in deciding what
are the privileges of that House. There is none the less a possibility
of conflict which may affect the liberty of the subject.

B.
House of Lords,
Privileges of      The privileges of the House of Lords are:
^ Freedom from civil arrest for peers for a period of forty days
before and after a meeting of Parliament, as in the case of members
of the House of Commons.
(6) Freedom of speech.
(c)  Freedom of access to the Sovereign for each peer individually.
(d)  The right to commit for contempt. The House of Lords can
commit a person for contempt for a definite term, and the imprison-
ment is not terminated by prorogation of Parliament.
(e)  The right to exclude disqualified persons from taking part in
the proceedings of the House. The House itself decides, through the
Committee of Privileges, the right of newly elected peers to sit and
vote.1 Claims to old peerages are referred by the Crown to the
House of Lords, and are also decided by the Committee of Privileges,
That body is not bound by its own previous decisions.
1 P, 76, ante.